
 
 
MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 
 

First Grade faculty members at Mary Kay 
McMillin Early Childhood Center recently 
participated in a workshop where they learned 
the fundamentals of coding and robotic skills, 
using two mini-robots named Dot and Dash. 
 
During this workshop, which was conducted by 
Mr. Mike D. Skara, Technology Specialist-
Coordinator for the Berkeley Heights Public 
Schools, the MKM teachers demonstrated the 
powerful sense of collaboration and hands-on 
learning that Dot and Dash help to provide to 
the classroom environment.  These educators 
are excited to implement the “Learn to Code” 
curriculum featuring Dot and Dash with their 

students, and additional professional development 
opportunities will occur at the Early Childhood 
Center in January.  These standards-based lessons 
encourage active learning through creative 
problem-solving tasks that have real-world 
application.   
 
The Dot and Dash robots were purchased through a 
generous grant from the Mary Kay McMillin Early 
Childhood Center PTO, at the request of the 
school’s Principal, Mrs. Anne Corley-Hand.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL 
 
Cherished Creations is a local non-profit organization whose mission is “to enrich and 
empower the lives of seriously ill children and the underprivileged, giving them hope for a 
brighter tomorrow.”   
 

For many years, the 
Thomas P. Hughes 
School community has 
engaged in fundraising 
and collection drives to 
benefit this worthwhile 
charity.  This month, 
we once again 
participated in the 
Cherished Creations 
toy drive to help collect 
items for families in 
need during the 
holiday season.  As 
always, Hughes School 
students, staff, and 
families were 
extraordinarily 
generous.  Hundreds of 

toys, clothing items, and gift cards were donated during the month of December.   
 
We greatly appreciate the opportunity for our students to learn about the importance of 
serving others through our continued partnership with Cherished Creations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL 
 
Earlier this month, students in the Spanish language classes taught by Mrs. Wendi 
Goldstein at Mountain Park School studied a cultural unit on Las Posadas.  
 
This holiday is celebrated primarily in 
Mexico and the Southwestern United 
States.  The festivities begin December 
16th and last through the 24th.  
Families traditionally participate in 
nightly celebrations with friends. 
 
MPS Second Graders are pictured here 
acting out a play about this special 
Mexican holiday.  The best part for the 
students was learning about the nightly 
tradition of breaking open a star-
shaped pinata filled with goodies!  
 
****************************************************************************** 
 

Get your Math game on! Grade 2 students at 
Mountain Park School recently participated in a 
"Math Game Time" with their parents and 
siblings.  
 
Our guests were invited to practice math facts 
for fluency and recall by playing several math 
games of their choosing.  Family members and 
their children/students played several rounds of 
the same math game or several different math 
games in the time allotted.  There was plenty of 
fun to be had, as well as a healthy dose of 
competition.  We even had a few grandparents 
and aunts come in to play as well.  It was a win! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL (continued) 
 
Mountain Park School 
Grade 3 students were 
recently encouraged to try 
to bring a fun, relaxed 
attitude to their fiction 
writing while generating 
ideas in their Writer's 
Notebooks.  
 
They wrote silently and 
then reflected on their 
writing with their writing 
partners. While they wrote, 
students listened to 
the Mindful Kids music that 
was played during their 
Guidance Lesson with Ms. 
Heather Goldstein, MPS School Counselor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL 
 

The William Woodruff School community gathered one last 
time to bid a fond farewell to Mrs. Judith Rattner (pictured, 
left), who recently retired from her position as Superintendent 
of Schools.   
 
The students honored Mrs. Rattner by expressing their 
kindness, gratitude, and thankfulness through poetry.  The 
district’s QUEST students honored her with a copy of the book 
on the history of Berkeley Heights that they wrote to let her 
know how important she has been to our 
community. 
 

A flowering Witch Hazel tree was planted in Mrs. Rattner’s honor 
on the lawn around the front driveway, as a symbol of her desire to 
ensure that as a district we are well-rooted and to continue to reach 
high.  The trunk of the tree represents our district’s core vision to 
ensure that every child continues to receive the best academic, 
social, physical, and emotional education possible.   The branches of 
the tree signify the many opportunities and directions that the can 
could explore through an array of academic and extra-curricular 
activities.   
 

****************************************************************************** 
This month began with excitement in the Computer Lab, as Woodruff students joined the 
rest of the students in Berkeley Heights and around the world by participating in the Hour 
of Code.  The Hour of Code takes place during Computer Science Week and encourages 
people of all ages and interests to try learning how to code on the computer for at least one 
hour.  The WWS students enjoyed the opportunity to use their knowledge and creativity to 
make the experience fun and exciting. 
****************************************************************************** 
The month of December definitely brings a level of excitement and anticipation to all.  To 

get ready for the holidays, the PTO sponsored a Holiday 
Boutique where the students could shop for the perfect gift for 
everyone in their families.   Learning about the holidays was 
part of the excitement as the students in grades 2-5 performed 
in the annual Holiday Learning Assembly.  The students in each 
grade level taught the other students about the three December 
holidays of Hanukkah, Christmas, and Kwanzaa.  Pictured at 
left enjoying this special event are WWS students (L to R) 
Alexis Chea, Sophie Chowdhury, and Ellis Duff. 
 

 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL (continued) 
 
With holiday time here, it is important for everyone to recognize the importance of giving 
to others.  This caring 
spirit was on display as 
the students generously 
donated five large bags 
filled to the brim with toys 
that were sent to St. 
Joseph’s Awareness 
Center and children in 
Newark and Elizabeth.  In 
addition, over 100 pairs of 
pajamas were donated to 
the Foster Pajama 
program in Paterson.  
Pictured here displaying 
some of the donated items are Woodruff students (left to right) Maya Berkery, Leena Hoff, 
William Bertsch, and Kevin Nasto. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Of course what would the holidays be without some holiday fun?  The Student Council 
took care of that need by sponsoring several School Spirit days.  
 

The month began by honoring comic artist 
Stan Lee, who created all of the Marvel 
Superhero comics.  The students and staff 
donned their superhero gear to show their 
appreciation for Mr. Lee’s work.  Pictured 
at left getting into the spirit of Superhero 
Day are Grade 4 students Hannah 
Weitman (left) and Tristan Ameli (right).  
 
The students followed that with an “Ugly 
Sweater” day, where styles included 
everything from really ugly sweaters to 
ornament-draped tops and skirts.   The 

month closed out with the purchase of a ticket to get on the Polar Express.  Students wore 
their pajamas and were treated to a showing of that movie during the lunch periods.  The 
proceeds from this activity were donated to the Alzheimer’s Fund.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
The Hour of Code is a global movement reaching tens of millions of students in over 180 
countries.  This event is usually conducted as a one-hour introduction to computer science, 

designed to demystify code and show that anybody can 
learn the basics of programing - no experience 
required! 

During the Hour of Code observance held at Columbia 
Middle School in early December, students gained an 
understanding of computer code using a selected 
activity on the 
iPad.  This year’s 
event was attended 
by approximately 50 
students from all 
three middle school 
grades, as well as 

teachers and administrators.  Refreshments were served 
and door prizes were awarded. 

At the close of the Hour of Code at CMS, students were encouraged by Mrs. Kimberly Tota 
and Mr. Michael Riley of the Columbia faculty to continue 
to practice coding independently.  Included in the 
discussion was some of the many opportunities to explore 
computer science and coding here at the middle school and 
at Governor Livingston High School. 

Mrs. Tota and Mr. Riley are continually working together 
to develop a coding progression plan for the TWIST and 
Science Clubs at Columbia Middle School, the Computer 
Science electives, and at for annual Hour of Code event.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL (continued) 
 

As per of a busy fall season of activities, 
Columbia Middle School hosted its 
second annual First Lego League 
Robotics Invitational.  Ten teams 
comprised of students from 
Mountainside, Chatham, and Berkeley 
Heights collaborated and competed to 
prepare for the upcoming First Lego 
League season. 
 
Students worked together to build and 
code their robots to complete different 
tasks on the game board.  Students 
tweaked their designs and programs 

between rounds to try to improve their performance.  Additionally, volunteer judges from 
Berkeley Heights and Summit evaluated students on the project component of the 
competition. 
 
Here (at right), students are shown trying to 
identify a human problem (physical or social) 
faced during long-duration space exploration 
within the sun’s solar system, for which they 
will need to propose a design solution.  
 
During this event, two Berkeley Heights 
teams were announced to represent the 
school during the FLL Regional 
Competition: the Vivacious Velociraptors 
(comprised of Sophia Judicke, Katherine 
Zhou, Pavni Bhardwaj, Serena Yee, Olivia 
Judicke, Ryan Wetterer, Cory Zhou, and 
Patrick Nohilly); and the All-Stars 
(comprised Akash Dubey, Auash Kayal, Nishant Satyavolu, Lucas Black, and Vibhav 
Chaturvedi).  The All-Stars then finished in the top third at the Regional Event.  
 
Financial support for this competition was provided through generous donations from the 
Columbia Middle School PTO and the Berkeley Heights Education Foundation.  Mr. 
Thomas Clayton, Teacher of Science at CMS, organized and coordinated the event.  
 
 

 
 
 
 



GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 
 
Teams of students from six different high 
schools recently converged on Governor 
Livingston High School for a STEM League 
competition. 
 
STEM League is a grassroots consortium of 
schools working collaboratively to provide 
students the opportunity to engage in STEM-
based activities and competitions.  A total of 12 
teams of students from six New Jersey high 
schools competed at GLHS in a STEM Design 
Challenge, which was created by teachers and 
district supervisors.  
 
The challenge simulated design problems that engineers would encounter during the 
development of the HyperLoop, the transportation project proposed by Elon Musk. The 

students worked to design and build a 
transportation pod that optimizes speed and 
passenger capacity.  The students needed to 
generate CAD schematics of their design, build 
and test their design, and present their prototype 
to a panel of judges.  
 
The student competitors were awarded points for 
each component and overall winners were 
determined.  Governor Livingston earned first 
place honors, followed by the teams from New 

Providence High School in second place and Jonathan Dayton High School in third place. 
 
The event was made possible thanks to generous donations from the Governor Livingston 
High School PTO and the Berkeley Heights Education Foundation, as well as the 
organizational efforts of Ms. Dawn Buchan, Teacher of Science at Governor Livingston.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 
 
As students become of legal adult age, parents of students with more significant intellectual 
disabilities may need to obtain guardianship in order to make medical and legal decisions 
on behalf of their adult child.  This process is one that is lengthy and complicated.  Join us 
on Wednesday, March 13, 2019, at 7:00 pm in the Governor Livingston High School Media 
Center as the CHOICES Consortium presents a parent workshop titled, “Guardianship & 
Supported Decision-Making: Just the Basics.”  Jerisa Chiumbu-Maseko of the The Arc of 
New Jersey, Alison Goodrich of Community Access Unlimited, and Steve Siebelts, Berkeley 
Heights Public Schools Transition Coordinator, will host this informational session.  
 
The Berkeley Heights Public Schools will have the honor of hosting the 2019 Annual 
Summer Inclusion Conference, presented by the New Jersey Coalition for Inclusive 
Education (NJCIE), in June 2019.  Governor Livingston High School will be the setting for 
this year’s inclusion conference, which includes plenary speaker Dr. Marilyn Friend, a 
professor, researcher, administrator and co-teaching/inclusion expert.  
 
Up-to-date information on programs, services and supports can be found on the Special 
Services website by going to www.bhpsnj.org and selecting Special Services under the 
“Services” tab. 
	
 


